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School Closure Considerations — Public Safety Power

Shutoff

Local educational agencies (LEAs) have many factors to consider when making a
school closure decision. First and foremost is safety for students and staff. LEAs
should consider the factors below, in addition to any other relevant local conditions
or concerns, when deciding to close school.

Health and Safety:

Is access to the school site impeded?

Will the school be able to provide adequate supervision?

Is backup power available and/or does the site have adequate daylighting?
Will the school have safe drinking water and functioning bathrooms?

Can the site maintain fire and life safety via alarms or backup monitoring?
Will the school be able to serve meals?

Will the school be able to maintain student support services (e.g., health and
counseling)?

Using an Equity Lens:

Socio-economically disadvantaged families may not have options for alternate
child care.

Working parents and guardians are disproportionately affected by school
closure and could suffer significant professional or economic consequences
as aresult.

Students receiving free or reduced-price meals may not have a reliable
alternate source of healthy food.

Students with Individualized Education Programs (IEPs) may not have access
to needed services during school closure.

Schools provide safe and supportive environments for their students; our most
vulnerable students rely on them most.

Instructional Time:

Instructional time is foundational to students’ academic achievement. LEAs
should consider adding instructional days or minutes to the school calendar
when time is lost due to school closure.

e |LEAs that have a foreseeable loss of instructional time due to a history of

school closures should consider adding “built-in emergency” days to the
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¢ Information on requesting credit for lost attendance and instructional time
during an emergency is available on the California Department of Education’s
website at https://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/aal/pa/j13a.asp.

Timing and Communication Plan:
In making the decision to close school, an LEA should balance the desire to

provide parents and guardians sufficient notice of a school closure with the

potential of cancelling school prematurely.
o Encourage families to create contingency plans in the event a school

closure materializes.
Have a plan to communicate regularly with your students, parents and
guardians and employees.

Additional Resources
CDE’s Public Safety Power Shutoff FAQs

CDE’s Form J-13A web page

California Office of Emergency Services.
PG&E

Southern California Edison

Any impacted school or LEA can contact EmergencyServices@cde.ca.gov to
connect with the CDE team for assistance.
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Public Safety Power Shutoff FAQs

Public Safety Power Shutoff FAQs in regard to funding for
generators, instructional time requirements, and the Form J-13A.

Expand All | Collapse All

1. Is there any funding_for generators that would at least keep food
storage safe during_power outages?

There is no state funding currently available for generators to
keep food storage safe during power outages. Some options
that CDE has found include: checking with city, county and
state surplus property sales for potential generators.
Additionally, contact your local air quality district for advice
on suitable generator equipment, permits, and
recommendations.

2. How many minutes are required to be scheduled to meet the

minimum school day requirements in order to generate
attendance for apportionment in an event of a Public Safety

Power Shutoff (PSPS)?
In order for a school district to claim attendance on a day
that school closes early due to a PSPS, the part of the day
that school remained open would have to meet the minimum
school day requirements. The minimum school day
requirements vary by grade span as outlined in the table
below.

Note: school district minimum school day requirements do
not apply to a charter school. There are different minimum
school day requirements for county programs. For minimum



school day information for a specific county program, please
email attendanceaccounting@cde.ca.gov.

Grade Span Minimum Minimum School
School Day Day
Requirements Requirements -
Averaging
Option
TK/Kindergarten 180 instructional = The average of
minutes the total
instructional
minutes
scheduled over a
span of 10
consecutive

school days is
equivalent to or
greater than the
minimum school
day of 180
minutes and any
given school day
is not less than 60
minutes.

Grades 1-3 230 instructional  The average of
minutes the total

instructional
minutes
scheduled over a
span of 10
consecutive
school days is
equivalent to or
greater than the
minimum school
day of 230
minutes and any
given school day
is not less than
170 minutes.



Grades 4-8

240 instructional
minutes

Elementary
School Setting

The average of
the total
instructional
minutes
scheduled over a
span of 10
consecutive
school days is
equivalent to or
greater than the
minimum school
day of 240
minutes and any
given school day
is not less than
180 minutes in an
elementary
school setting.

Junior High
Setting

The average of
the total
instructional
minutes
scheduled over a
span of 2
consecutive
school days is
equivalent to or
greater than the
minimum school
day of 240
minutes and any
given school day
is not less than
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3.

180 minutes in a
junior high
setting.

Grades 9-12 240 instructional  The average of
minutes the total

instructional
minutes
scheduled over a
span of 2
consecutive
school days is
equivalent to or
greater than the
minimum school
day of 240
minutes and any
given school day
is not less than
180 minutes.

If there is a Public Safety Power Shutoff (PSPS) in the morning
or afternoon, can a school district adjust the start of the school

day to meet the minimum school day requirements?
Yes. A school district may accommodate for a PSPS by
starting the school day earlier or later in order to provide
enough instructional minutes to meet the minimum school
day requirements.

Can a school district offer independent study as an alternative

instructional option for all students during_a Public Safety Power
Shutoff (PSPS)?

The California Department of Education encourages school
districts to consider alternative ways to provide instruction
during a PSPS. Education Code Section 51747(c)(7) requires
an independent study program to be voluntary and provide a
classroom option for the student. To the extent that the
district does not have a classroom option for the students
during the PSPS, the district cannot generate attendance for
apportionment for students that do not have a classroom




option. The district can give the student academic credit but
they cannot claim attendance credit if the school district did
not meet all the apportionment significant requirements for
independent study.

For charter schools and county schools/programs planning
to offer independent study as an alternative way to provide
instruction during a PSPS, please email
attendanceaccounting@cde.ca.gov for further guidance.

5. |f a local educational agency (LEA) closed school or had a loss
of attendance due to a Public Safety Power Shutoff, would the

e conditions of the Form J-13A request?
While the California Department of Education cannot provide
an approval in advance, to the extent LEAs have to close
due to an unforeseen power outage that causes participation
in school to be unsafe, or LEAs find that that they can keep
schools open but in doing so experience a material loss of
attendance as a result of an unforeseen loss of power, they
would most likely meet the conditions for a J-13A waiver.

7 6. Is alocal educational agency (LEA) expected to add built-in
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Power Shutoffs (PSPS)? If so, what is the California Department
of Education’s (CDE) guidance for determining_the number of
built-in emergency days to add to a school calendar?

To the extent a LEA anticipates a school closure for any
reason in advance, they should plan ahead by adding the
number of days they foresee needing to close. Historically,
CDE’s guidance on determining whether or not a school site
within a LEA should have built-in emergency days in their
calendar is based on an evaluation by the school’s closure
history. The school’s closure history should include all
closures regardless of whether a J-13A request was
submitted to CDE. The LEA should also examine the last five
fiscal years to help establish a case for the number of days
that school may reasonably be expected to be closed due to
extraordinary events or conditions. In locales where an
emergency event will predictably force school closure for a

Ao day or more every year, the school should foresee the need
to close and build in emergency days to their school



calendar in order to compensate for the foreseeable loss of
instructional time. Since PSPS days are relatively new, a LEA
may not have a history upon which to rely for these types of
weather related outages. The CDE recommends that LEAs
contact their utility provider to help determine the number of
expected PSPS days so that LEAs can plan accordingly.

7. Should a local educational agency (LEA) use their built-in

Power Shutoff?

Please refer to question number 23 on the Form J-13A
frequently asked question web page.

8. Does the California Department of Education (CDE) provide any
additional guidance about the Form J-13A waiver process?
Yes, the CDE has additional Form J-13A information
including FAQs and instructions available on the Form J-13A
web page.

For questions regarding J-13A waivers for instructional time and
attendance losses, please email attendanceaccounting@cde.ca.gov
™ or call 916-324-4541.

Questions: Jeffrey Reyes | EmergencyServices@cde.ca.gov |
916-319-0327

Last Reviewed: Thursday, September 26, 2019
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Form J-13A

Information regarding submission of the Request for Allowance of Attendance Due to Emergency Conditions,
Form J-13A.

Overview

The Request for Allowance of Attendance Due to Emergency Conditions, Form J-13A is used to obtain approval
of attendance and instructional time credit pursuant to Education Code (EC) sections 41422, 46200, 46391,

46392 and California Code of Regulations (CCR), Title 5, Section 428. Approval of a Form J-13A request from the

California Department of Education, combined with other attendance records, serve to document a local
educational agency’s (LEA) compliance with instructional time laws and provide authority to maintain school for

less than the required instructional days and minutes without incurring a fiscal penalty to the LEA’s Local Control

Funding Formula (LCFF) funding.

In the event of a closure due to emergency conditions there is not an immediate impact to LCFF funding and

there is not a specific deadline to submit a Form J-13A, thus there is not an urgent need to file Form J-13A in the

midst of the emergency event. For additional information review the frequently asked questions (FAQs) below.

~ Resources

Management Advisory 80-01 (10-Feb-2005)
Information related to average daily attendance credit during periods of emergency.

Letter Announcing Revised Form J-13A (15-Dec-2017)
Information about the revised version of Form J-13A, highlights, and transition information.

FAQs - Form J-13A
FAQs about the submittal and approval process of Form J-13A.

FAQs - CDE Emergency Response and Recovery,
FAQs related to emergency response and recovery covering a variety of educational areas, including but not

limited to attendance credit.
Forms /

Form J-13A (PDF; 1MB)
Request for Allowance of Attendance Due to Emergency Conditions, Form J-13A (Revised December 2017).
Users should download and save the PDF prior to entering data into the form.

Supplemental Form (XLS)
7™\ Supplemental pages for sections B and C of the Form J-13A in Excel format.

Questions: Principal Apportionment Section | attendanceaccounting@cde.ca.gov | 916-324-4541

https://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/aa/pa/jl3a.asp
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